Furniture: latest design news

Business was understandably slow at re-
cent wholesale furniture markets, and de-
sign innovations equally rare. Few manu-
facturers attempted to introduce whole
new lines, even many of the largest con-
tenting themselves with minor additions
to fill out existing, hold-over collections.
- Most new designs unveiled echoed a
. theme that emerged in last January’s Chi-
cago and Grand Rapids presentations: a
refined emphasis on cleaned-up, simpli-
fied design, ideal in the modern maidless,
chateauless environment for which it is
designed. This is no longer exclusively a
price characteristic. but is fast becoming
as noticeable in low-cost lines as it is in
high-priced quality merchandise.
More and more, though, one can perceive
a wide cleft dividing furniture made for
.h _ department store market consumption
» | . - from that introduced by houses concen-
B Sy e . ‘trating on interior decorator sales. The
L T T early: American-Colonial-pine-and-maple
o A ' ~ schools emphatically eclipsed all other
types in furniture and department store

lines wore a softer look—-casual, to be
sure, but helghtened by a sophisticated
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._hnes last June, whereas the decorator

race and warmth that lifted it above the

In the showrooms ’
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both decidedly contemporary (though nei-

ther would fit into any accounts you may
read of “a general trend to ranch house
living”). Baker Furniture’s Finn Juhl
line must await fuller presentation in an-
other issue, for it will be early 1952 be-
fore deliveries are made.

The new Paul McCobb-designed glass
furniture made by New Era Glass, how-
ever, is awaiting decorators’ and buyers’
orders now, in the Directional showrooms,
201 East 57th Street, New York, and the
Merchandise Mart, Chicago. The group,
as shown at market, consists solely of oc-
casional tables and a desk, though draw-
ing board sketches give promise of a
standing dictionary and magazine rack,
dining table, buffet, and server, still to
come. For this Accent collection, McCobb
has combined a variety of materials: clear
glass, white glass bonded on to wood,
black wrought iron, and natural wood
supports. The resulting designs are frank-
ly Italian-inspired, light-looking and so-
phisticated, and represent a commendable
new departure for an American glass fur-
niture manufacturer.

Dunbar Furniture, always one to hgld .

decorators’ needs in high regard, llmlted '- |
__‘thell‘ market offerings. Noteworthy were ' ,
Al u ge Diau ghlmt bench-—was fﬁam I‘llhher’
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The latest in furniture

(Continued from Page 137)

Dunbar run; and a new group of case goods were up-to-
date versions of a series first presented in 1940, made of
mahogany with recessed, molded plastic door and drawer
pulls.

Or}ly three new pieces were to be seen at the Herman
Mlller'showrooms: a cane-back model of George Nelson's
?I}I)gl.g-lron framed straight chair; a sofa table with plastic-
abric-covered top over a steel base that allows the unit

Eo be attached on to the back of 2 sofa; and a long and low
harles Eames coffee table,.
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drawer pulls, sometimes left in a scooped spoq, |

P Children’s furniture, certainly the most pe
b! | design, got a welcome boost from
Haven, Michigan. Their

Swing Line group, designeq
Henry Glass, is

made of sturdy, wear-proo

4 temperea
live) Masonite, lacquered in brilliant colors: orange, red, yellow,
nd- | turquiose, and purple. Individual drawer bins swing easily
nish

the toy chests, benches, and

10n) stack into space-saving
» round table with four attached stools,
delightfu] members of this colorful,
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|
| grand Rapids Bookcase and Qhair unveiled 16 new pieces
t _dining and bedroom selections of koa, a dark glossy
Hawaiian wood, and some new bedroom pieces of teak, A
\ koa drOp-leaf table extends from a compact nine-inch
| depth when closed, to a spacious 57 by 42 inches opened;
and a double dresser doubles as dining room buffet with
! the addition of a two-shelved china top. '

‘ George Farkas and Walter Baermann, Florida design
‘ team, are responsible for a collection introduced by Eamp-
| ton Modern, consisting of upholstered pieces (.of which, a
tall flaring-winged chair stands out) and focuc-a.smnal tableif, _
including a 66-inch cocktail size complete vxflth five pull- |
out trays, and a cross-shelved floor lamp unit.
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Baermann team Jeveloped for them a whole new St;
gymphony line, which makes use of white, plastic-coateg
. tad eord instead of conventional under-framing

the addition of loose, spring-filled cushions, a non-bulky,
-omfortable seat. The light ash line includes coffee tables,
bridge table, cabinets with lucite pulls that sit on Transite

| surfaced benches, and lounge chairs, sectional sofa, and

dining chairs.
Jack Cameron, AID member in Miami, designed this sum-

- mer a versatile collection of rattan furniture, light in

wei'ght but sturdily constructed via what Mr. Cameron de-
scribes as a ‘ftorch bend” process. Manufacture of the
group——wh}ch 1I}c1udes lounge chairs, arm chair, luxurious
0oulomlemcha,lse, side chair, and a high, useful bar stool,—is
aglencrinilrteei 1I)I'i?ductlJon,, but complete information is avail-
Vi€ directly from Jack Cameron Desi t
gﬁrtleth B i igns, 168 North Eas
- e

mans; 0?31;16 Jl:lsg ~a few Market highlights, but there are
€T Individual designs decorators will want to in-

vest] ;
e 1gszzee.ra(1}ocheo Brothers of Weehawken, New Jersey,
_ new  upholstered pieces, including a long
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and American decorator Bertha Schaefer, showed at mar-
ket a neat little sofa bench with pleasant openwork motif:
5 commodious revolving book table of quartered stripé
nahogany; and a satinwood-banded mahogany table with
graceful lyre base, among other popular traditional de-
s1gns.

Bodart worked in a provincial mood, introducing uphol-
stered-back chairs; a walnut cabinet with storage par-
titions that fit it for dining buffet use or living room secre-
tary purposes; and a useful bookcase-liquor cabinet table,
also in walnut. Davidson emphasized the small-scaled 1dea
with a series of cleverly-fitted storage units and some neat
upholstered pieces; and Modernize offered a foam rubber
upholstered group with open V-wood bases and bright
tropically-tinted covers. A new Mr. and Mrs. sofa at this
source is all one-piece but looks three-sectional with an
indented center area for, we are told, short-legged sitters.
Saginaw Furniture featured a cherry and maple break-
front, French provincial in theme, and added what looks,
when closed, like a desk, to their Expandaway group of
stretchable tables. International, representing the new
merger of Karpen and International Furniture Companies,
introduced a Coronation Customline, which included sec-
tional sofas, loveseats, and chairs, lifted from the floor, and
defined with welting and button tufting details. .

A spacious table buffet, complete with storage cabinet,
th.ree deep drawers, and drop-leaf top, fashione.
Mna-finished oak, was a new Romweber design; while
A.H'OW Furniture exhibited a varied
Pleces ranging from a modern Ridgecrest
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