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Steps toward mechanization in Milan
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programme notes explaining

eir industrial s

thcance. Their supple
ywood backs and seats suspended in

light frames so as to conform to the body

ort, represent a fourth step in

gression of technological efforts to
produce flexible seating.
The

greater flexibility than its predecessors—

ethod uses less machinery, achieves

(1) an anonymous American bent ply-
wood train bench, (2) the Aalto chair,
and (3) the Eames chair. But it is suited
to mass production; parts can be machine
cut. assembled without fuss. The archi-
tects eschewed carving and other hand
work, relied for beauty on proportion,
simple outlines, and the contrast of sturdy
supports against paper-thin plywood.
The chairs are part of a Triennale col-
lection sponsored by Milan’s La Rina-
scente department store. Some pieces were
shown in model apartments, one by Carlo
Pagani, architect of La Rinascente itself.
As reported in our November issue,
Pagani prepared for the design of La
Rinascente by touring the United States
in a first-hand study of American store
planning. The same thorough approach to
practical problems characterizes the model
dpartments., The furniture is actually
available in the store at reasonable |Jriﬂ‘.ﬁ.
All pieces are functional, that is. do their
jobs efficiently, but not all involve tech-
nological innovations, nor is structure al-
ways paraded before the eye. Upholstered
pieces have amorphous outlines. 3
Thrt most inventive structural ('\;n"rmn‘ulb
a“”_ iht' p]yu'nur] ¢:hair; were [}“- storage

7 ase, and de-
Peces shown on the next page, anc
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The folding chair’s birch Plywood seat rests on but one
CT0ss bar of the iron cradle and two leather straps hang-
ing from the plywood back. Not only does the seat flex
under the occupant, but the back, fixed only to a bar
coinciding with the smail of her back, bends to both her
shoulders and hips. In this chair, as in the demountable

walnut-framed armchair, the projection of the plywood
seat beyond the cross bar allows it to bend under the
fore-part of the thighs so as to provide full support with-
out pressure. Leather straps enable the halved plywood
back and seat of the armchair to move in its frame. Black
wool covers the foam rubber pads. The team of Franco
Albini, Luigi Colombini, and Ezio Sgrelli designed both
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A winged buttress bifurcating the top of the solitary
leg enables it to hold the retractable top of the work
table securely.

The whole unit. Storage cabinet has space for the

:ewmg machine. Work flap and its leg can be de-
ached, hooked on to dining table.
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