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On the following pages., are photo-
graphs of one area only, the living-patio-
pcuol area. Taken from four different
views, they best illustrate the unity of
1ndmr- and outdoors — certainly the

most notable aspect of Mr. Contini’s
New World villa—P.G.
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The living room proper i8 set two feef
below the dining area. This arrongement
opens the view from the dining room into
the garden and the wvalley to the west. It
also results in on increased clear height
for the living room, since the ceiling is one

continuous level throughout the upper
areda.

The dominont color throughout the house
18 white, with a few strong color accents,
such as the enclosure walls for the pantry
(pictured above), adjacent to the dining
area. The carpet i8 beige and olive green
(Casablanca), from Angelus Floor Cover-
mgs, L. A. The dining table by Scan, Inec.,
and accompanying chairs by Hans Wegner.

Both photos on this page illustrate the
fact that walls and ceiling surfaces never
meet. They are separated by either the
carrying beams or woodblocking in be-
tween. Beams throughout the house are
rough-hewn Douglas fir which hos been
stained with black creosote.

The painting over the piano is by Robert
Chouy of Los Angeles. Commented Mr.
Contini, “I bought the painting before
building the house. I liked the subject mat-
ter—a view of a distant valley framed
by eucalyptus trees. Only when it was
hung, did I realize that the view wasg re-
markably similar to the one I could enjoy
from my living room window.”
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EFDGARDO CONTINI

The overhangs perform two major func-
tions: to provide protection from the sun,
which, especially on the western exposure,
presents serious problems of control. But
perhaps more important, as can be seen
from the photo on the upper half of the
opposite page, the overhangs visually ex-

tend the interior spaces, and frame the
views into controlled proportion.

Contint has used plaster throughout the
house because “I feel that plain plaster in
Southern California is a most satisfactory
building material and that 4t has most
often been misused in imitation of a style

for which it is poorly suited or to create
a condition of perfection that is soon be-
trayed by its inherent wrregularity and
susceptibility to damage.”

For this reason he selected plaster with
different textures for all walls of the
house. Wherever exterior elements
through to the mterior, a coarse

finish with integral white coloy was ap
to both. Where color wWas use

carry
sand
plied
d on a wall,

. Bl b e P

a smooth-trowel finish was

applied. Al]
corners are rounded and n

0 corner beads
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As one enters th imffrra:; { ﬂ;?j?;_f?ﬂ{-f{‘ page )
the view downward into the living area, is
channeled to the vista of Franklin Canyon
Valley beyond, “which changes with the

hour and the day and with the seasons.”

I'he Contimis, because of thetr hill loca-
tion, are able to eat outdoors in the evening '
as well as the daytime, a pleasure denied
severly Hills and West Hollywood resi-
adents, who get ocean-cooled breezes in the
cvening. Decause of the cooling afternoon
oreezes, and the generally warm and dry
ciimate, Mr., Contini did not install air
conditioning. Deck chairs (in the wupper
right portion of the photograph) are stock
captain’s chairs with teal blue canvas.

all photos by Gordon Sommers
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