People of mysterious origin who provided their gaily painted tombs with eternal picnic
baskets, the Etruscans ruled central Italy when, in the words of Robert Graves, the Romans
were still a “robber village founded by fugitive slaves.” Etruria, dominated by sacred cities
which are today Perugia, Tarquinia, Cerveteri, stretched from the Tiber to the Arno;
Etruscan artifacts have been found in France, Egypt, and as far north as Sweden. In the
vIIth Century B.C. the seafaring Etruscans rivaled the Greeks and Carthaginians for control

of the Western Mediterranean, but by the 1st, the last of the great cities had fallen and
the Etruscan civilization was absorbed by Rome.

The Etruscans were ignored until the 18th Century; they were snubbed in the 19th as

“provincial”’, but the great discoveries of the painted tombs of Tarquinia and the Apollo

of Veio indicated a sophisticated and vigorous art quite alien to the formal concepts of
Greece. The Etruscans are still a mystery: no one can yet translate their language, and
new excavations turn up every day.

In Rome, the best of t.he Etruscan finds have been housed in the Villa Giulia, designed in
the 16th Century by Vignola for Pope Giulius III, This, and two pseudo-Renai:ssance wings
somewhat incongruously sheltered the 19th Century’s idea of a museum Early this year

the Villa Giulia reopened a completely remodeled N :
: orth g S5 o :
sheds light on the Etruscans, modern museology, and the Wing; its controversial interior

moral problems of the architect.
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